Endocarditis complicating parenteral nutrition: the value of repeated echocardiography.
Cardiac complications of parenteral nutrition are well recognized but the diagnosis of such complications may be difficult. Two-dimensional echocardiography has been shown to be of value in establishing the diagnosis of valvular vegetations and right atrial thrombus. We describe two patients who developed endocarditis while receiving parenteral nutrition via central venous catheters. In both cases initial echocardiography was normal and the tricuspid valvular vegetations were only picked up after one or more additional echocardiograms. This highlights the necessity for repeated echocardiography in patients receiving parenteral nutrition in whom infective central venous catheter complications fail to resolve quickly after appropriate treatment.